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Community

By Shea Singley
South Schuylkill News

The Tamaqua Community 
Art Center is looking ahead 
to the future for its next large 
scale, public art installation 
with the help of The Arts Barn 
Education Center, Schuylkill 
Haven. Raw Aspirations will 
be the third large scale proj-
ect for the center and the fi rst 
time the center has partnered 
with another arts group.

Funded in part by Rural Lo-
cal Initiatives Support Cor-
poration and the Schuylkill 
Area Community Foundation, 
the project includes fi ve large 
sculptures made from raw and 
natural materials. The sculp-
tures will be on display from 
April to August of this year 
and strategically placed along 
the north and south sections 
of 309 (Pine Street and Rail-
road Street) in Tamaqua.

An artist and partner recep-
tion was held at The Arts Barn 
on Jan. 18 during which the 
artists displayed and talked 
about their part of the proj-
ect. The more than 20 at-
tendees included Schuylkill 
County Commissioner Gary 
Hess, Tamaqua Mayor Nathan 
Gerace, Tamaqua Area Com-
munity Partnership Executive 
Director Micah Gursky, four 
of the artists and members of 
the two arts organizations.

“This has become a won-
derful project that we were 
invited to join in with the 
Tamaqua Community Art 
Center,” Deborah Cooper, The 
Arts Barn director, said. ““We 
have been thrilled. All of our 
artist were invited to put in a 
project application for a large 
scale, outdoor installation.”

The Arts Barn artists par-
ticipating are Mark Golomb, 
Bloomsburg; Todd Gladfelter, 
New Ringgold; Deborah Pow-
ell Kramer, Kempton; Barry 
Middleton, Pottsville; and 
Joanne Minnick, New Ring-
gold. Since the reception, 
artists have been working on 
their projects, which must 
be returned to the Tamaqua 
Community Art Center by 
April 8. The sculptures will 
start to be placed along a four- 
to six-block path the week of 
April 9 and will remain up 
until Aug. 21. An artist meet 
and greet will be held June 7 
during which time the public 
can view the sculptures, speak 
with the artists, possibly par-
ticipate in interactive activi-
ties courtesy of the artists and 
take part in other activities 
along the path between the 
sculptures. At least one of the 
sculptures will be chosen to 
remain as a permanent fi xture 
in Tamaqua while the others 
can be sold by the artists.

Tamaqua Community Art 
Center, which celebrates six 
years next month, started the 
public, large scale art proj-
ects in 2015 with the Dear 
Tamaqua project. During 
that project, residents were 
asked to write letters to the 
town about what they loved 
about the town, fond memo-
ries, what they hated about 
the town and their hopes for 
the future of the town. Those 
responses were then used as 
part of a one-mile walking ex-
perience through the town. 
While there were plenty of 
responses, there was some-
thing missing.

“What was missing was the 
hope for the future,” Leona 
Rega, Tamaqua Community 
Art Center coordinator, said.

The second such project was 
Tamaqua Has Heart, which 
featured 13 hearts created by 
artists with designs showcas-
ing love and community spirit 
that were placed along the 
streets and later auctioned to 
the public with one heart re-
maining in the community.

“Still missing was the future 
aspirations,” Rega said. “This 
is the third step. This is where 
we really want to start the dia-
logue and the ability for our 
community to verbalize in a 
variety of diff erent ways what 
are the future aspirations of 
our community, ourselves 
as individuals, ourselves as 
a town. We feel that art is a 

perfect way to help bring out 
that conversation.”

These art projects fi t into 
the revitalization and shift in 
how the town of Tamaqua is 
viewed, both by its residents 
and those passing through, 
that the Tamaqua Area Com-
munity Partnership has been 
focusing on for more than 20 
years.

“We’ve been using the arts 
not just as arts for themselves, 
but arts as a way for our com-
munity to get over that coal re-
gion pessimism that we’ve all 
inherited,” Gursky said. “That’s 
one thing that the arts can do, 
it can help a community think 
differently, see thing differ-
ently, interact diff erently, not 
just with each other but also 

with your own emotions.”
Hess agreed with Grusky on 

the pessimism that seems to 
be passed on from generation 
to generation and the impor-
tance of shifting that attitude 
in the county.

“This is exciting, especially 
being a county commissioner 
and seeing the strength of 
communities being the front 
runners,” Hess said. “One 
of our initiatives as county 
commissioners is our great-
est asset is our young people. 
You can live in the past, but 
the past is not going to take 
you anywhere. You can take 
implements and take what 
your strengths are and move 
it to the future.”

Each artist took a few mo-
ments to share a little more 
about themselves and their 
plans for this project.

Kramer’s sculpture will  ■

be a glass totem made out of 
donated vases, plates, cups 
and other glass items. A box 
will be placed at both art cen-
ters for donations and she is 
also thinking of asking chil-
dren and adults to donate 
little spirit animals that can 
be included inside the glass 
when she puts the project 
together.

Gladfelter is doing a wood  ■

bench with a beaver on each 

end. The beaver is signifi cant 
because Tamaqua is a deriv-
ative of a native American 
world for “land where the 
beaver dwells.”

Minnick is creating a  ■

project by herself and one in 
collaboration with Middleton. 
Her solo project is a copper 
sculpture of three girls danc-
ing on a bridge and will also 
include a musical aspect. The 
collaborative project will be 
a large bench with a copper 
sun in the middle where a 
deeper seating area will be. 
The wooden slats will be done 
by Middleton.

Golomb’s piece will be a,  ■

as of right now, seven-foot 
wire tree with windchimes 
on it. This will be the largest 
wire tree Golomb has created. 
Solar lights will be throughout 
the tree so it will be powered 
by the sun and wind.

Both art centers will be 
sharing the artists’ progress 
as they work on their sculp-
tures. Based on the past suc-
cess of Tamaqua Community 
Art Center’s other two large 
scale projects, Rega and Coo-
per see Raw Aspirations being 
another successful public art 
installation and partnern-
ship.
Contact Shea Singley: 570-385-7358 or 
ssingley@southschuylkillnews.com.
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Raw Aspirations artists, from left, Joanne Minnick, Todd Gladfelter, Deborah Powell Kramer and 
Mark Golomb.

Women often don’t prioritize their needs but when it comes to 
a gynecological issue that requires surgery, your needs are at the 
top of our list.

And, now we have even more options for you thanks to the 
expansion of Penn State Health’s robotic-assisted surgery program 
at St. Joseph.

St. Joseph’s experienced team of gynecology experts have 
partnered with the skilled surgeons and researchers from Penn 
State Milton S. Hershey Medical Center to offer gynecological 
procedures using the most advanced robotic-assisted surgery 
technology. St. Joseph’s da Vinci Xi® surgical system offers 
surgeons better visualization, enabling them to operate in a more 
precise manner using smaller, less painful incisions, getting you 
back home for a faster recovery.

With the county’s most advanced surgical technology and expert 
providers now available at Penn State Health St. Joseph we’re 
helping you to get back to your life—and your loved ones—faster.

Learn more about your surgical options at StJoesRobotics.org 

From left to right: Lesley Sweeney, MD; Jamie Gretsky, PA-C; 
Stephanie Estes, MD; Timothy Grube, DO; & Jessika Kissling, MD.

Busy Women Need Options


